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Abstract

We study whether political regime type is associated with public attitudes to-
ward artificial intelligence (AI). Using nationally representative surveys from
47 countries (2024–2025) and the EIU Democracy Index as our primary mea-
sure of regime quality, we relate democracy to three outcomes: AI acceptance,
perceived trustworthiness and trust in AI. We find a negative association be-
tween democracy and all three outcomes that attenuates yet persists after
adding country-level sociodemographics and AI literacy. Results are robust
to alternative regime measures and to replacing contemporaneous democracy
with lagged democracy measured prior to the AI boom. They also hold when
accounting for cultural differences using an individualism–collectivism index.
Finally, we show that democracy partly accounts for the AI acceptance pre-
mium recently documented in emerging countries.
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1. Introduction

Artificial intelligence (AI) is in the process of deeply transforming our
life, including education, labor market, and health (OECD, 2024; AI Index
Steering Committee, 2025; Gmyrek et al., 2025). The extent of this trans-
formation depends on public acceptance of AI across societies. In this study,
we examine whether the political regime, captured by democracy indices, is
associated with skepticism about AI. Linking country-representative survey
responses to independent democracy indices, we find that lower democracy
scores are systematically associated with higher AI acceptance and trust, and
this relationship is robust after accounting for sociodemographics, income,
and AI literacy, and replicates with other democracy measures. Moreover,
the findings remain robust when relying on pre–AI boom democracy scores.
These patterns help account for the “emerging-economy premium” in AI
attitudes observed in global surveys.

The KPMG 2025 AI Global report, based on 48,340 adults in 47 coun-
tries, documents that AI adoption and favorable attitudes are higher in many
emerging economies (Gillespie et al., 2025). We add to this descriptive pat-
tern by linking these country averages to independent regime-quality mea-
sures. Our contribution is to show that the “emerging-economy premium”
closely aligns with lower democracy scores: a substantial share of the gap
lines up with systematic cross-country differences in democratic institutions.

Our conjecture is aligned with several existing theories. First, repeated
exposure to opaque decision-making can produce habituation, lowering de-
mands for explainability and increasing acceptance of non-transparent out-
comes (McLennan, 2025). Second, political socialization perspectives — par-
ticularly the Dual-Process Model’s emphasis on deference to authority — of-
fer a micro-foundation for acquiescence to top-down decisions (Duckitt and
Sibley, 2009, 2010). Third, system-justification theory predicts that individ-
uals adapt attitudes to defend and legitimize prevailing institutions, which
can generalize tolerance of institutional opacity to AI “black-box” outputs
(Jost and Banaji, 1994; Jost, 2019).

Three recent studies are closest to ours. Pham et al. (2025) analyze a Eu-
ropean sample of 4,004 respondents from eight countries, classifying regimes
as full or flawed democracies using the EIU Democracy Index. They find
that respondents in flawed democracies report (i) higher trust in government
entities and (ii) a more positive overall attitude toward AI than those in
full democracies, while observing no regime difference in a specific “trust in
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AI solutions” measure. Our analysis also complements recent macro-political
work arguing that AI can threaten democratization. Chehoudi (2025) studies
a macro–comparative panel of 72 countries (2010–2023; adopters of national
AI strategies) and document a negative effect on the intensity of AI devel-
opment on democracy levels, with suggestive evidence that parliamentary
systems mitigate these adverse effects. Chu et al. (2025) present evidence
consistent with a technology affecting institutions channel whereby greater
AI penetration is associated with more authoritarian outcomes. We docu-
ment that more authoritarian polities (lower democracy scores) are associ-
ated with higher public acceptance of AI. Moreover, this result holds when
using democracy scores prior to the AI-boom, which suggests that the rela-
tion is not only determined by the impact of AI on democracy. While our
cross-sectional design cautions against causal claims, taken together the two
perspectives suggest a potential feedback loop: AI may shape political insti-
tutions (as in Chu et al., 2025), and political institutions may shape societal
acceptance of AI.

2. Data and Descriptives

The database on trust in AI with the widest coverage available is Gillespie
et al. (2025), surveying 48,340 adults across 47 countries. Fieldwork was con-
ducted via online questionnaires between November 2024 and mid–January
2025. Samples were drawn from nationally representative panels. After de-
mographics, respondents completed modules on: (i) AI use and literacy, (ii)
trust/acceptance, perceived trustworthiness, emotions, (iii) benefits, risks,
and impacts, (iv) governance and regulation. Most constructs used 5- or
7-point Likert response formats. Reported internal consistencies are high.

We focus on three outcome variables as defined in Gillespie et al. (2025):

• Acceptance of AI. A single item: “To what extent do you accept /
approve the use of AI [specific application]?” with reporting bands for
low (“Not at all/Slightly”), moderate, and high (“Highly/Completely”)
acceptance.

• Perceived trustworthiness of AI. A 9-item measure of positive ex-
pectations toward AI systems, spanning technical ability (e.g., “Pro-
duce output that is accurate”) and safe/ethical use (e.g., “Are safe and
secure to use”).
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• Trust in AI. A 7-item scale (adapted from Gillespie 2012) that cap-
tures willingness to rely on AI outputs and to share information, plus
a direct trust judgment. Example items: “Rely on information or con-
tent provided by an AI system,” “Share relevant information about
yourself to enable an AI system to perform a service or task for you,”
and “Trust AI systems.”

Our primary measure of regime quality is the Economist Intelligence Unit
(EIU) Democracy Index (0–10), which aggregates 60 indicators across five
pillars —electoral process and pluralism, functioning of government, politi-
cal participation, political culture, and civil liberties— into an overall score
and four regime categories (full, flawed, hybrid, authoritarian) (Economist
Intelligence Unit, 2025a,b). As robustness checks, we replicate all analy-
ses with two widely used alternatives: (i) Freedom House’s Freedom in the
World “Total” score (0–100), an annual expert-based assessment of political
rights and civil liberties used to classify countries as Free, Partly Free, or
Not Free (Freedom House, 2025b,a); and (ii) V–Dem’s Liberal Democracy
Index (v2x libdem, 0–1), a Bayesian item–response estimate that emphasizes
individual liberties and rule-of-law constraints on the executive (Coppedge
et al., 2024; Pemstein et al., 2024). Using all three indices ensures that our
results are not an artifact of any single operationalization of democracy. Fig-
ure 1 shows a clear negative relationship: more democratic countries are less
accepting of AI.2

3. Findings

We focus on three dependent variables: (i) acceptance of AI, (ii) perceived
trustworthiness, and (iii) trust in AI. Our econometric strategy estimates
four OLS specifications for each outcome, using the EIU Democracy Index
as the institutional predictor. First, we regress each outcome on the EIU
index alone. Second, we add country-level sociodemographics available in our
data (the share of women, mean age, educational attainment (percent with
upper-secondary education, vocational training, undergraduate studies, and
postgraduate studies)), and GDP per capita (2023, the latest year available
across all countries). Third, besides the EIU index, we include measures of

2See Appendix A for similar figures based on the Freedom House and V-Dem indices
of democracy.
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(a) Acceptance of AI

(b) Trustworthiness of AI

(c) Trust in AI

Figure 1: Country-level acceptance of AI, perceived trustworthiness, and trust vs. EIU
Democracy Index (2024). Each point is a country (N = 47; unweighted). Line shows

OLS fit.
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AI literacy (AI knowledge, self-reported efficacy in using AI, and the share of
respondents with AI training), but exclude the sociodemographic variables.
Finally, we include both sociodemographics and AI-literacy along the EIU
index.

As Table 1 shows, the EIU Democracy Index is negatively associated with
all three outcomes. Coefficients decrease as controls are added, but for ac-
ceptance and trustworthiness they remain statistically significant at the 5%
level even in the fully specified models (columns (4) and (8)), whereas the
estimate for trust - though negative - becomes statistically insignificant. In
the final specifications, a five-point increase in the 0–10 EIU scale (e.g., mov-
ing from a hybrid regime or flawed democracy toward a full democracy) is
associated with roughly a 0.2–0.3 point decrease on the 1–7 outcome scales.
Equivalently, a one standard deviation increase in the democracy score cor-
responds to a 0.17–0.3 standard deviation decrease in our outcome measures
(see Table B.2 in Appendix B).

Model fit is already high in the first specifications and rises markedly
as controls enter. This pattern indicates that cross-country differences in
sociodemographic composition and AI literacy explain a large share of vari-
ance, while the democracy coefficient remains negative and non-trivial after
accounting for these factors.

Descriptive work documents an “emerging gap” in AI acceptance and
trust. We replicate it: regressing outcomes on an Emerging dummy yields
large, highly significant effects. Adding the EIU Democracy Index cuts this
premium by 35–40%, and the EIU coefficient remains negative and signif-
icant. With sociodemographic and AI-literacy controls, democracy retains
its effect while the Emerging term becomes small or insignificant. This re-
sult holds with and without covariates and with alternative definitions of
emerging countries (Appendix D).

We consider several robustness checks. First, Figure 1 shows that several
countries in the left tail of the distribution appear to be outliers. Accord-
ingly, we re-run all analyses excluding China, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates, and Egypt, accounting for nearly 10% of our already limited sam-
ple. Nevertheless, Figure C.4 in Appendix C indicates that the relationship
persists, and the regressions reported in Appendix C support the same
conclusion. Second, we test cultural heterogeneity using the Minkov–Kaasa
individualism–collectivism index. We find little evidence that individual-
ism–collectivism shapes the democracy–AI attitudes link at the country level
in our sample as the main EIU effect stays negative and significant across
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specifications when considering acceptance and trustworthiness (Appendix
E). Third, we address concerns about timing by recognizing recent evidence
that AI itself can influence democratic institutions and practices. To ensure
that our results are not contaminated by democracy values already shaped
by AI, we instrument the institutional environment with lagged democracy
scores, replacing EIU (2024) with EIU (2017). Scatterplots and regressions
using this pre-AI-boom index reproduce the same qualitative pattern and
magnitudes (see Appendix F), suggesting that our findings reflect democ-
racy conditions prior to AI’s influence. Fourth, we estimate Huber robust
regressions. Coefficients on EIU remain negative and significant, only losing
significance in the last in the last specification for trust (see Appendix G).
Finally, the pattern generalizes to alternative democracy measures: Free-
dom House and V–Dem replications yield qualitatively similar results (see
Appendix H and Appendix I).

Overall, the evidence points to a robust, negative association between
the level of democracy and stated acceptance, perceived trustworthiness, and
trust in AI.

4. Conclusion

This paper documents a robust negative association between political
regime scores and acceptance of AI, perceived trustworthiness, and stated
trust across 47 countries. The relationship is consistently negative and re-
mains statistically significant after controlling for country-level sociodemo-
graphics and AI literacy, for acceptance and perceived trustworthiness.

These findings warrant caution. First, the analysis is cross-sectional and
country-level, so the results reflect correlations rather than causal effects.
Second, although we use the dataset with the broadest country coverage
known to us, the sample size (N = 47) limits the number of controls that
can be included without overfitting. Third, comprehensive cross-country
cultural data with full overlap are unavailable: the Minkov–Kaasa measures
reduce the estimation sample, and missingness is not random. Fourth, sur-
vey mode and coverage (national online panels) may introduce selection and
composition differences across countries.
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Appendix A. Descriptive Figures
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(a) Acceptance of AI

(b) Trustworthiness of AI

(c) Trust in AI

Figure A.2: Acceptance / Trustworthiness / Trust vs. Freedom House scores. Each point
is a country (N = 47; unweighted). Line shows OLS fit.
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(a) Acceptance of AI

(b) Trustworthiness of AI

(c) Trust in AI

Figure A.3: Acceptance / Trustworthiness / Trust vs. V-Dem scores. Each point is a
country (N = 47; unweighted). Line shows OLS fit.
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Appendix B. Main Regression with Standardized Values - EIU
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Appendix C. Leaving out China, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emi-
rates, and Egypt - EIU
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(a) Acceptance of AI

(b) Trustworthiness of AI

(c) Trust in AI

Figure C.4: Acceptance, trustworthiness, and trust vs. EIU Democracy Index (2024),
after excluding China, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, and Egypt.
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Appendix D. Emerging Countries vs Democracy Index

We conduct robustness checks using two definitions of ‘emerging’ coun-
tries. First, we apply the IMF classification. Second, we reclassify Hungary,
Poland, and Romania as non-emerging given their EU membership.

Figure D.5: Association between emerging countries and EIU scores.
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Figure D.6: Association between Emerging Countries and EIU scores. (Hungary, Poland,
and Romania classified as non-emerging.)

Appendix E. Culture vs Democracy Index

As a robustness check, we explore whether cultural value orientations
are related to the relationship between political regime and AI acceptance.
In more collectivist contexts, norms of interdependence and role obligations
may amplify acceptance of opaque, centrally produced AI outputs under less
transparent regimes, whereas individualist contexts—emphasizing personal
agency and a “right to reasons”—may attenuate this link. We operationalize
culture using country-level measures of individualism–collectivism from the
Minkov–Kaasa database (Minkov and Kaasa, 2022).3 The Minkov–Kaasa
individualism–collectivism index is a country-level score indicating how much
a society prioritizes personal autonomy and self-expression (individualism)
versus in-group loyalty and role obligations (collectivism), constructed by
factor-analyzing recurrent World Values Survey items and reported for 102
countries.

3We also considered Hofstede’s dimensions (of which Minkov–Kaasa is an extension)
and the Global Preference Survey, but country overlap with our sample was limited, which
would have reduced number of observations and introduced selection concerns because
excluded countries differ systematically from those retained.
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Appendix F. Replication with Lagged Values of EIU

Figure F.7: EIU scores in 2017 vs. EIU scores in 2024.
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(a) Acceptance of AI

(b) Trustworthiness of AI

(c) Trust in AI

Figure F.8: Acceptance, trustworthiness, and trust vs. EIU Democracy Index (2017).
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(a) Trust in AI

(b) Trustworthiness of AI

(c) Acceptance of AI

Figure F.9: Trust, trustworthiness, and acceptance vs. EIU democracy scores in 2017
after excluding China, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, and Egypt.
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Appendix G. Huber Regressions - EIU
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Appendix H. Replication - Freedom House
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